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Good morning, Chairman Mendelson, members of the Council, staff, and 

District residents. My name is Matthew Marcou, Chief of Staff at the District 

Department of Transportation, commonly referred to as DDOT. I am here today to 

present testimony on behalf of Mayor Muriel Bowser and DDOT Director Everett 

Lott regarding the following sixteen bills and three proposed resolutions: 

• Bill 24-578, the “Dedication of a Portion of W Street, SE, S.O. 16-24322 

Act of 2021"; 

• Proposed Resolution 24-733, the “Removal of a Portion of 26th Street, N.E., 

from the Plan of the Permanent System of Highways of the District of 

Columbia Approval Resolution of 2022”; 

• Proposed Resolution 24-994, the “Closing of a Portion of Moreland Street, 

N.W., and the Removal of the Associated Building Restriction Line, S.O. 

21-05063, Approval Resolution of 2022”; 

• Proposed Resolution 24-995, the “Closing of a Portion of a Public Alley in 

Square 4053, S.O. 22-00410, Approval Resolution of 2022”; 

• Bill 24-1022, the “Reed Street Realignment Act of 2022”; 

• Bill 24-1026, the “Closing of a Portion of Half Street, S.W., Adjacent to 

Square 660 Act of 2022”; 

• Bill 24-1102, the “Howard East Towers Alley Closing and Street Dedication 

Act of 2022”; 

Commented [R(1]: I think this would be easier to read if it was 
in a list.  However, I will defer to the agency. 
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• Bill 24-1103, the “Union Court Alley Closing and Public Safety 

Improvement Act of 2022”;  

• Bill 24-892, the “Bishop Groover Way Designation Act of 2022”; 

• Bill 24-1025, the “Allen Y. Lew Place Designation Act of 2022”; 

• Bill 24-1032, the “Benjamin Secundy, Sr. Way Designation Act of 2022; 

• Bill 24-1057, the “Woodson Way Designation Act of 2022”; 

• Bill 24-1058, the “Davon T. McNeal, III Way Designation Act of 2022”; 

• Bill 24-1061, the “Wooten Court Designation Act of 2022”; 

• Bill 24-1062, the “Cassandra S. Pinkney Way Designation Act of 2022”; 

• Bill 24-1087, the “Makiyah Wilson Way Designation Act of 2022”; 

• Bill 24-1090, the “William Dorsey Swann Way Designation Act of 2022”; 

• Bill 24-1093, the “Sam ‘The Man’ Burns Way Designation Act of 2022; and 

• Bill 24-1101, the “Xi Omega Way Designation Act of 2022”. 

The stated purpose of Bill 24-578, the “Dedication of a Portion of W Street, 

S.E., S.O. 16-24322 Act of 2021,” is to order the widening of a portion of W 

Street, S.E., between Railroad Avenue, S.E. to the northwest and Shannon Place, 

S.E. to the southeast, and to provide for the establishment of a non-exclusive 

easement to the District of Columbia for the surface rights to that portion of private 

property located adjacent to W Street, S.E. in Square 5784. DDOT filed a report 

with the Office of the Surveyor on December 27, 2018, related to S.O. No. 16-
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24322. DDOT has no objection to the public access easement identified in the 

proposed easement area under the condition that the Office of Surveyor update the 

official plat to remove the term “surface” from both the title and block of text in 

the upper left corner. The easement should be  non-restrictive rather than a surface 

easement.  

The stated purpose of Proposed Resolution 24-733, the “Removal of a 

Portion of 26th Street, N.E., from the Plan of the Permanent System of Highways 

of the District of Columbia Approval Resolution of 2022,” is to approve the 

removal of a 45-foot wide portion of 26th Street, N.E., along the east lot line of Lot 

812 in Square 4408 and Lot 805 in Square 4396 from the Plan of the Permanent 

System of Highways of the District of Columbia. DDOT filed a report with the 

Office of the Surveyor on April 19, 2021, related to S.O. No. 21-02601. DDOT has 

no objection to the elimination of the segment of Rand Place, N.E. from the DC 

Highway Plan as identified. This segment does not have a future transportation 

need. 

The stated purpose of Proposed Resolution 24-994, the “Closing of a 

Portion of Moreland Street, N.W., and the Removal of the Associated Building 

Restriction Line, S.O. 21-05063, Approval Resolution of 2022,” is to approve the 

closing of a portion of Moreland Street, N.W., and the removal of the associated 

building restriction line, as shown on the Surveyor’s plat in S.0, 21-05063, and to 
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vest title in the closed portion of Moreland Street, N.W., in the adjacent 

landowners. DDOT filed a report with the Office of the Surveyor on October 7, 

2021, related to S.O. No. 21-05063. DDOT has no objection to the proposed 

closure of unbuilt Moreland Street, N.W. and removal of the Building Restriction 

Line (BRL) on Square 2307, Lot 31. DDOT requests that the BRL removal only 

occurs in conjunction with right‐of‐way closure. If the closure is not approved by 

Council, the BRL should remain in effect to allow for future sidewalks. 

The stated purpose of Proposed Resolution 24-995, the “Closing of a 

Portion of a Public Alley in Square 4053, S.O. 22-00410, Approval Resolution of 

2022,” is to approve the closure of a portion of a public alley in Square 4053 in 

Northeast Washington, D.C., in Ward 5, as shown on the Surveyor’s plat filed 

under S.O. 22-00410. DDOT filed a report with the Office of the Surveyor on 

January 7, 2022, related to S.O. No. 22-00410. DDOT has no objection to the 

proposed closure of the 10-foot strip of alleyway behind Lots 16 and 17 in Square 

4053, as proposed. The proposed closure will have no impact on the overall 

transportation network or remaining alley network.   

The stated purpose of Bill 24-1022, the “Reed Street Realignment Act of 

2022” is to order the closing of portions of an existing public alley system in 

Squares 3841 and 3846; to order the closing of a 10-foot wide portion along the 

south side of Franklin Street, N.E., between Reed Street, N.E. and 10th Street, 
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N.E., and to accept the dedication of property in Squares 3841 and 3846 along the 

west and east sides of Reed Street, N.E., between Channing Place, N.E. and 

Franklin Street, N.E., for public street purposes. DDOT filed a report with the 

Office of the Surveyor on December 1, 2022, related to S.O. No. 22-01115. The 

agency has no objection as long as the following conditions are satisfied: 

• The Applicant must enter into a Horizontal Public Use Agreement (HPUA) 

with DDOT and record it with the Recorder of Deeds to provide: 

o the forgoing conditions have been satisfied; and 

o that the public space improvements in the public right‐of‐way and 

subject to a Transportation Online Permitting System (TOPS) permit 

have been constructed to DDOT standards and specifications; and 

o that all statutory warranties have been provided; and 

o DDOT has agreed to accept the public space improvements. 

• The Applicant must reach an agreement with the Urban Forestry Division’s 

(UFD) Ward Arborist regarding the disposition of the large tree at the 

western fence line of 900 Evarts Street, N.E. and, specifically, whether the 

tree should be removed; 

• Prior to issuance of the building permit for the first building within the 

Planned Unit Development (PUD), the Applicant shall prepare and submit a 

traffic signal warrant analysis for the intersection of Franklin Street and 
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Reed Street, N.E. to DDOT’s Transportation Engineering and Safety 

Division (TESD) for review and approval; 

o If approved by TESD, the Applicant shall complete an Memorandum 

of Agreement with DDOT and then design, fund, and install the traffic 

signal prior to issuance of the first Certificate of Occupancy for the 

first building within the PUD; and 

• The Applicant must compensate DDOT in the amount of $3,387.20 for the 

streetlights in the existing alley network. 

The stated purpose of Bill 24-1026, the “Closing of a Portion of Half Street, 

S.W., Adjacent to Square 660 Act of 2022,” is to order the closing of a portion of 

Half Street, S.W., adjacent to Lot 12 in Square 660, in 19 Ward 6. DDOT filed a 

report with the Office of the Surveyor on February 8, 2022, related to S.O. No. 19-

46610. DDOT has determined that there will no longer be a transportation need for 

the 889 SF of Half Street, S.W. right‐of‐way once DDOT construction vehicles 

have vacated the staging area. As such, DDOT has no objection to the right‐of‐way 

closure and elimination from the DC Highway Plan with the following conditions: 

• The closure plat will not be recorded until the Office of Surveyor has been 

notified in writing by the DDOT Director that construction vehicles have 

permanently vacated the staging area; 
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• The Applicant will be responsible for all costs to remove or relocate the 

Pepco utility vault from the portion of right‐of‐way to be closed; and  

• The elimination from the DC Highway Plan will apply only to the 889 

square feet segment to be closed, not the entirety of Half Street, S.W. or any 

other adjacent street.  

The stated purpose of Bill 24-1102, the “Howard East Towers Alley Closing 

and Street Dedication Act of 2022,” is to order the closing of a portion of an alley 

in Square 2873 abutting Lots 1106 and 1112 in Ward 1, to establish a 25-foot wide 

building restriction line on the closed alley area, and to dedicate a portion of Lot 

1112 for public street purposes. DDOT filed an initial report with the Office of the 

Surveyor on September 22, 2022, related to S.O. No. 22-03181. While DDOT 

objected to the dedication and alley closure as then-proposed, DDOT filed a 

supplemental report on December 1, 2022, indicating that it was supportive of the 

now-proposed closures and dedication under the condition that: 

• The Applicant coordinates with the Urban Forestry Division’s (UFD) Ward 

Arborist and submit a Special Tree Permit (STP) for the removal of the 

Bradford Pear tree; 

• The Applicant establishes a Building Restriction Line (BRL) on the portion 

of the alley fronting W Street, N.W.; 
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• Prior to the closure of the alley, the Applicant records in the Recorder of 

Deeds a public access easement approved by DDOT for the portion of the 

Property to be used as Bryant Street, N.W. and constructs the transportation 

improvements within the public access easement, including a 7‐foot 

sidewalk, a 4‐foot tree box, and two‐way travel lanes consistent with DDOT 

standards and specifications; and 

• Prior to the closure of the alley, the Applicant must record in the Recorder of 

Deeds an easement for the 8th and 9th Street, N.W. sidewalks in a form 

approved by DDOT. The easement shall encumber the portion of the 

Property to be improved by an 8‐foot sidewalk and a 5‐foot treebox subject 

to public space permitting. The Applicant shall be responsible for 

maintenance of the sidewalk and tree boxes until DDOT has accepted them. 

The stated purpose of Bill 24-1103, the “Union Court Alley Closing and 

Public Safety Improvement Act of 2022,” is to order the closing of a portion of an 

alley in Square 358 abutting Lots 53, 54, 55, 56, 60, 61, and 803 in Ward 1.  

DDOT has not yet been asked to evaluate the impacts and identify DDOT assets, 

as there is not an associated Surveyor's Order that has been referred to DDOT. As 

such, DDOT objects to the closure until this evaluation can take place and the 

Surveyor's Order can be filed and referred to DDOT. The agency would also like to 
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note that since no Surveyor's Order has been filed, utility companies have also not 

had the opportunity to review the proposed closure. 

 I will now discuss the bills related to official and symbolic street and alley 

namings. The stated purpose of Bill 24-892 is to symbolically designate the 700 

Block of Quebec Place, N.W., in Ward 1, as Bishop Clarence Groover, Sr. Way. 

For visualization purposes, I have attached to this testimony a copy of a DDOT-

generated map highlighting the 700 Block of Quebec Place, N.W. In fiscal terms, 

the cost of each installed sign for this designation is approximately $190 ($65 for 

sign fabrication and $125 for sign installation). Sufficient signage requires two 

total signs, totaling $380. 

The stated purpose of Bill 24-1025 is to officially designate the 700 and 800 

blocks of Mount Vernon Place, N.W., as Allen Y. Lew Place. For visualization 

purposes, I have attached to this testimony a copy of the plat of the designated 

blocks. Sufficient signage requires four total signs, totaling $760. 

The stated purpose of Bill 24-1032 is to symbolically designate the 1500 

block of Channing Street, N.E., in Ward 5, as Benjamin Secundy, Sr. Way. For 

visualization purposes, I have attached to this testimony a copy of a DDOT-

generated map highlighting the 1500 block of Channing Street, N.E. Sufficient 

signage requires two total signs, totaling $380. 
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The stated purpose of Bill 24-1057 is to symbolically designate the 500 

block of 55th Street, N.E., as Woodson Way. For visualization purposes, I have 

attached to this testimony a copy of a DDOT-generated map highlighting the 500 

block of 55th Street, N.E. Sufficient signage requires two total signs, totaling $380.  

The stated purpose of Bill 24-1058 is to symbolically designate the street 

known as 1400 Cedar Street, S.E., in Ward 8, as Davon T. McNeal, III Way. For 

visualization purposes, I have attached to this testimony a copy of a DDOT-

generated map highlighting 1400 Cedar Street, S.E. Sufficient signage requires one 

sign as there is only one entrance to the street, totaling $190. 

The stated purpose of Bill 24-1061 is to officially designate the public alley 

system within Square 3562, bounded by 3rd Street, N.E., W Street, N.E., 4th Street 

N.E., and V Street, N.E., in Ward 5, as Wooten Court. For visualization purposes, I 

have attached to this testimony a copy of the plat of the designated alley system. 

Sufficient signage requires five total signs, totaling $950. 

The stated purpose of Bill 24-1062 is to symbolically designate the portion 

of 10th Place, S.E. in Squares 5933, 5934, 5938, and 5939 between Mississippi 

Avenue, S.E. and Savannah Street, S.E., as Cassandra S. Pinkney Way. For 

visualization purposes, I have attached to this testimony a copy of a DDOT-

generated map highlighting the portion of 10th Place, S.E. described in the bill. 

Sufficient signage requires four total signs, totaling $760. 
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The stated purpose of Bill 24-1087 is to symbolically designate the 300 

block of 53rd Street, N.E., as Makiyah Wilson Way. For visualization purposes, I 

have attached to this testimony a copy of a DDOT-generated map highlighting the 

300 block of 53rd Street, N.E. Sufficient signage requires four total signs, totaling 

$760. 

The stated purpose of Bill 24-1090 is to symbolically designate Swann 

Street, N.W., between 14th Street, N.W., and 19th Street, N.W., in Ward 2, as 

William Dorsey Swann Way. For visualization purposes, I have attached to this 

testimony a copy of a DDOT-generated map highlighting the street described in 

the bill. Sufficient signage requires eleven total signs, totaling $2,090. 

The stated purpose of Bill 24-1093 is to symbolically designate 18th Street, 

N.W., between M Street, N.W., and N Street, N.W., in Ward 2, as Sam “The Man” 

Burns Way. For visualization purposes, I have attached to this testimony a copy of 

a DDOT-generated map highlighting the street described in the bill. Sufficient 

signage requires six total signs, totaling $1,140. 

The stated purpose of Bill 24-1101 is to symbolically designate 14th Street, 

N.W., between Allison Street, N.W. and Arkansas Avenue, N.W., in Ward 4, as Xi 

Omega Way. For visualization purposes, I have attached to this testimony a copy of 

a DDOT-generated map highlighting the street described in the bill. Sufficient 

signage requires four total signs, totaling $760. 
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DDOT can absorb the costs of these signs within its current budget and does 

not foresee any operational impact these official and symbolic namings would have 

on the District’s transportation network. Therefore, the Administration has no 

objection to these street and alley namings, and DDOT stands ready to assist the 

Council and all other stakeholders with any ceremonial unveiling activities that 

may materialize as a result of these bills being passed. 

 This concludes my testimony. Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to 

testify before you today. I am available to answer any questions that you may have. 


